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Myeloma cells with Auer-rod like inclusions 

Analysis of bone marrow aspirate obtained from a 
47-year-old female that presented with backache showed 
that she had IgG-K-type multiple myeloma and renal 
impairment. FBC showed the following: Hb: 100 g L -1 ; 
Hct: 0.34 1/1; WBC: 9.5 x 10 9 L" 1 ; platelet count: 194 x 10 9 
L _1 ; differential count: normal. 

The presented image showings heavily granulated 
myeloma cells, some with Auer rod-like inclusions. Auer 
rod-like inclusions in myeloma are composed of crystal- 
lized lysosomal enzyme depositions. They are distin- 
guished from intracytoplasmic immunoglobulin crystals. 
The factors that predispose to Auer rod-like inclusions 
in myeloma are unknown; however, in all reported cases 
paraprotein was of the kappa type. [1] 


Written informed consent was obtained from the 
patient. 
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Figure 1: Heavily granulated 
myeloma cells, some with Auer 
rod-like granules. 
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